
 
Date:

To: 

From

RE:  
 

I.
II

 
 
I.

 
II

II

:  Au

 M

m:  D

 G

 Amen
I. Sidew

. Amen
The City m
Please see
intended t
staff to br

I. Sidew
Public wo
Following
and discus
curbs in th
 
Staff woul
eliminate a
eliminatin
contractor
level.  Thi
 
The secon
replace th
hazards w
disturbing
replaceme
 
While ther
combinati
this year u
seeking Co
immediate
 

II. Banni

ugust 6, 2013

Mayor Stephen

ara MacDon

eneral items 

ndment 64 
alks 

ndment 64 
must take act
e the draft reg
to stimulate C
ring back an o

walks 
orks staff has 
g the discussi
ssed the best
he City. 

ld propose th
any dangerou

ng trip hazard
r who can gri
is works on a

nd approach 
em with crus

while allowing
g the sidewalk
ent. 

re are no firm
ion of these t
using the $10
ouncil directi
ely put the pr

ing smoking

P

   
 
 
 
MEM

3 – 6:00 p.m.

ns and City C

nald 

tion regardin
gulations pre
Council discu
ordinance fo

completed a
on at the Co

t approach to

hat we take t
us situations.
ds this fall usi
ind or cut do

areas where t

is to simply r
sher fines for
g time to deci
ks and to dec

m estimates a
two methods

00,000 includ
ion on wheth
roject out to 

g in parks a

Page 1 of 2 

ORANDU

. work sessio

Council 

I

I

ng retail sales 
epared by Ka
ussion on the

or first readin

an audit of al
ouncil meetin
o begin addre

he time and 
.  We believe
ing two meth
own uneven 
the sidewalk i

remove haza
r the time be
ide what to d
cide the fund

at this time, s
s, we can elim
ed in the 201
her this is an
bid. 

and trails 

UM 

on 

III. Bann
on tr

IV. Upco

of marijuana
arl Hanlon.  T
e topic that w

ng on August

ll sidewalks a
ng on July 2nd

essing the de

funds budge
e we can mak
hods.  One a
sidewalks to 
is heaved 1.5

ardous sectio
eing.  This wi
do about tree
ding mechani

staff is confid
minate much
13 budget for

n acceptable f

ning smoking
rails 
oming meetin

a by October
The draft reg
will lead to di
t 20, 2013. 

and curbs in t
d staff met wi
teriorated sid

eted in 2013 t
ke substantial
approach is to

make them 
5 inches or le

ons of sidewa
ill eliminate t
es with roots
ism for sidew

dent that by 
h of the prese
r sidewalks.  
first step.  If 

g in parks and

ngs

r 1, 2013. 
gulations are 
irection for 

the City.  
ith the Mayo
dewalks and 

to first 
l progress on
o hire a 
effectively 

ess. 

alk and 
the tripping 
s that are 
walk 

utilizing a 
ent hazard 
We are 
so, we will 

d 

or 

n 



Page 2 of 2 

On June 18th the City Council heard a presentation from representatives of the 
Chaffee County Boys and Girls Club requesting smoking be banned in City parks 
and on trails.  The Council directed staff to bring the topic back for further 
discussion. 
 
The City of Colorado Springs recently banned smoking in parks.  An article from the 
Gazette has been included for reference.  The Recreation Advisory Board has 
discussed this topic and would be supportive of the Council banning smoking in 
parks and on trails.  If the Council would like to pursue a ban staff can begin drafting 
legislation to be brought back for future approval. 
 

IV. Upcoming meetings 
August 14th – Denver Forum with Governor Hickenlooper, noon at the SteamPlant 
August 15th – Public open house and grand opening of WWTP 10:00 – 12:30, ribbon cutting 

at 11:00 a.m. 
August 19th – Council budget retreat – SteamPlant, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
- Dedication of McCormick Park, 4:00 p.m. 
August 21st – Governance and Intergovernmental Cooperation for Local Government 

Officials for Smaller Jurisdictions – one-day workshop organized by DOLA, 
Pueblo 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

September 1 - Town Picnic in the Park for Labor Day & Fireworks 
September 6 - Employee Appreciation and Golf Tournament 
September 26th – CML District 13 meeting, 4:00 – 8:00 p.m., SteamPlant 
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Smoking banned in Colorado Springs parks,
watering boosted, park expansion OK'd

By Jesse Byrnes, jesse.byrnes@gazette.com - • Modified: July 24, 2013 at 6:44 am • Published: July 24, 2013 | 12:00 am •
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In an extended session that lasted more than five hours Tuesday, the Colorado Springs City Council

didn't just ban retail sales of recreational marijuana, it also banned smoking in public parks,

modified city watering restrictions in favor of residents and, to the delight of many, expanded Ute

Valley Park.

What do the votes mean?

Smoking

The City Council voted 6-2 to ban smoking in all city parks, including trails and open space areas.

The ban is meant to protect city properties from fire danger, decrease litter - especially from

cigarette butts - and reduce "detrimental" secondhand smoke, said Karen Palus, parks director.
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The Parks Department, working with the city attorney, reviewed a list of approaches for limiting

smoking in public parks - Arvada bans smoking in all parks, and smoking is banned along Pearl

Street in Boulder, for example.

Ultimately, they decided on a general ban with some exceptions for areas that don't pose a fire

danger, such as parking lots, which would be designated by the parks director.

Violators can be fined up to $500 and spend 90 days in jail, though Palus sees the ban as an

opportunity to alert the public to the effects of secondhand smoke.

Councilwoman Helen Collins, who doesn't smoke, voted against the ban. She questioned

enforcement and called the ban a limit on personal freedom.

"It's really a personal rights issue," Collins said.

City Council President Keith King, who also voted against the ban, referenced similar laws that ban

smoking in bars and restaurants.

"This seems to me to be akin to that, but this is public property, not private property," King said.

"This is public property. We all own it and are part of it," Councilman Joel Miller said. "Limiting

someone's ability to smoke there doesn't necessarily limit their ability to enjoy the park," he said,

noting that he voted for the measure "purely on an inhalation basis."

The ban didn't sit well with some park users.

"Throwing a cigarette butt is one thing, but smoking? If I want to kill myself, I can," said Michael

Street, 21, who works downtown and was enjoying a cigarette Tuesday at Acacia Park.

"I just think that it's a shame," said vacationing New Mexico resident Ronnie Adams, 64, who

stopped to sit and smoke his pipe at a park table.

"Too many people are getting involved in other people's business. . I ain't gonna hurt nobody,"

Adams said.

While everyone wants a family friendly environment downtown, "your personal right to smoke

ends at my nose," Tim O'Donnell, who leads the Downtown Residents Coalition of Colorado Springs,

said at the hearing.

"I think it's fantastic," said Dan Gwinn of Florence, who stopped at Acacia Park with his wife, Pat,

and their two granddaughters to visit the Uncle Wilber Fountain.

"It'll be great to come out here and not have to worry about secondhand smoke," Pat Gwinn added.

Updating current park signage to reflect the new rules will cost up to $8,000.

Councilman Merv Bennett was absent for the vote.

Water restrictions

City Council members voted 7-1, with Bennett absent, to reduce watering restrictions.
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