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MEMORANDUM
Date:

December 4, 2012 – 8:30 work session

To:

Mayor Stephens and City Council

From:

Dara MacDonald

RE:

General items

We have a number of items for discussion during the work session. In light of the lengthy
list, I am providing this memo highlighting items I will be bringing to Council’s attention on
Tuesday morning.
I.

V.

Review agenda for 6:00 pm
regular meeting
Solar installations
Chisholm Park
1718 Holman Ave sewer
connection
Lunch with Lodgers

I.

Review agenda for 6:00 pm regular meeting

II.
III.
IV.

VI.
VII.
VIII.
IX.
X.
XI.

Chamber membership
Xcel banner policy update
KHEN lease
Building department IGA
Community survey
Upcoming meetings

II.

Solar installations
Dan Ferguson from Martifer Solar will be present at the work session to discuss
possible solar installations at seven (7) city locations. He can discuss cost savings for
the city, the required power purchase agreement, maintenance responsibilities and
other considerations. Locations being proposed include the hot springs pool, water
treatment plant, Pasquale Springs, Marvin Park, water galleries, and two locations at
the golf course. The goal of these installations is to save the City operating funds
through offsetting electricity expense. They have identified generating capacity of
about 500 kW between the 7 locations.

III.

Chisholm Park
See the attached memo from Theresa Casey outlining possible next steps for
redevelopment at Chisholm Park.

IV.

1718 Holman Ave.
A request has been received for wastewater service at 1718 Holman which is outside
of the municipal boundary. A manufactured home has recently been placed on the
12-acre property with no bathroom facilities. The County has taken steps to ensure
the tenant is not living at the site and a Special Land Use application has been
submitted to the County for installation of the home.
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This property is located in the Municipal Services Area (“MSA”) as defined in the
City and County intergovernmental agreement (“IGA”) regarding planning in the
areas surrounding Salida. The MSA encompasses properties which are eligible for
annexation and extension of municipal utilities and infrastructure. Section 4.2 of the
IGA requires that all new land use development applications within the MSA shall be
submitted to the City which shall determine if the property will be immediately
annexed. After reviewing the special land use permit application of Elaine Marr,
staff does not feel this property will need to be immediately annexed if the property
owner does not wish to pursue annexation at this time. Section 4.4 of the IGA
allows for the property to be subject to a pre-annexation agreement which will
identify relevant City development standards. The property owner has been notified
that the property and development are subject to this requirement.
This property is located within 400’ of an established sewer main. Colorado Revised
Statutes 31-15-709 provides municipalities with the power to prohibit the keeping or
maintaining of any vault, closet, privy, or cesspool with four hundred feet of any
established sewer and to regulate the construction, maintenance and use of such
facilities in proximity to an established sewer. As the regional wastewater treatment
provider, the City of Salida, through its wastewater enterprise, can limit the
construction of new onsite wastewater systems as was originally proposed by the
applicant. The proximity of the existing sewer main in Holman Avenue will allow
for this property to connect to sewer services. The applicant has submitted a request
for wastewater service per Salida Municipal Code Section 13-2-40, Application for
service outside the service plan areas.
Typically the City executes a pre-annexation agreement with new utility users outside
of the municipality outlining the terms of their utility connections and identifying
what events might trigger annexation in the future. If the Council is amenable to
providing wastewater service to this property, staff will begin working with the
applicant on a pre-annexation agreement.
V.

Lunch with Lodgers
In follow-up to the October lodging survey and in an effort to better engage the
business community staff is hosting a ‘Lunch with Lodgers’ on January 8th. Owners
and managers of our lodging facilities have been invited to participate in a tour of the
pool, shuttle tour of Salida amenities and lunch at the SteamPlant. During lunch
they will hear from the CCVB, SBA and City about events, upcoming projects,
marketing efforts and partnership opportunities. We hope this will be the beginning
of an ongoing dialogue and collaboration to attract more visitors and extend stays.

VI.

Chamber Board appointments
Theresa Casey and Michael Varnum have both been appointed to the board of the
Salida Chamber. As the Chamber goes through their strategic planning and hiring of
a new executive director, we hope more involvement will help strengthen the
partnership between the City and our business community. Further we hope to
collaborate rather than duplicate efforts like marketing and employee training.

VII. Xcel banner policy update
It appears the municipal efforts may be having some impact on Xcel’s decision
making regarding attachments to their streetlights. See attached letter explaining that
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they are considering ways to work with municipalities to use to streetlights in the
future. We will be submitting a list of streetlights in downtown and on Hwy 50 that
could be utilized for banners, wayfinding or decorations.
VIII. KHEN lease
I am meeting with Trish Cullinan and Diana Smith from the KHEN board on
Monday to discuss possible lease terms and will report back to Council during the
work session.
IX.

Building department IGA & services
Michael Yerman and I will be meeting with County staff on Monday to discuss the
revised IGA for building department services. I will update Council on those talks
during the work session.

X.

Community survey - reminder
The community development department has mailed surveys to all registered voters
in Salida. The survey is also available at www.cityofsalida.com, at the library and a
variety of coffee shops. Responses will be accepted until mid-January. The
questions and format of the survey are substantially similar to the one that was
conducted in 2009. We hope to establish a tool for tracking changing opinions,
priorities and perceptions over time by conducting this survey every 2-3 years.

XI.

Upcoming meetings
December 12th, 7:00 – 9:00 pm – League of Women Voters home rule candidate and
issue forum at the City Council Chambers
December 13th, 4:00 – 6:00 pm – CCEDC annual meeting at Mt Princeton
December 15th SteamPlant – City employee holiday party
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MEMORANDUM
Date:

December 4, 2012 8:30 work session

To:

Mayor Stephens and City Council

From:

Theresa Casey, Recreation Manager

RE:

Chisholm Park Renovation

The City of Salida was awarded $218,000 for the fire damage to Chisholm Park
infrastructure by our insurance carrier (CIRSA). The funds can only be spent on a structure
to replace the structure that was lost in the fire. (As per CIRSA structure is defined as a
building and does not allow funds to be spent on a play structure.) The structure must be
under construction by July 4, 2013 so as not to compromise the insurance funds.
Over the past year, city staff conducted a Community Master Planning process for Chisholm
Park. Following the process and completion of a Master Plan, staff applied for a Great
Outdoors Colorado Grant (GOCO) in the fall grant cycle. Grant funds requested were to
update the play equipment, improve the landscape and to add park furniture and signage.
Insurance funds were intended to be the majority of our matching funds requirement for the
grant. Unfortunately, our grant request was not selected, by GOCO, for funding.
The City is now at a crossroads and needs to determine the future of improvements at
Chisholm Park.
There are several options for moving forward.
 Council could select to move forward with construction of a pavilion as identified in
the Master Plan, using the insurance funds and do no more with the park.
 Council could move forward with construction of the pavilion with the insurance
funds and use Conservation Trust Funds ($200,000) and Cash in lieu of funds
($43,000) to complete the Master Plan as presented. (This plan leaves a $45,000
balance in the CTF account and uses the full amount of Cash in lieu funds.)
 Council could move forward with construction of the pavilion with the insurance
funds and use CTF funds to try to leverage a GOCO grant in the spring cycle to
fund the remainder of the project. (Grants have become much more competitive
and harder to get.)
 Council could move forward with the construction of the pavilion with the insurance
funds and budget for completion of the park in the 2014 budget.
The Parks and Recreation Board, although not a quorum, would like to see Council fund the
entire project in 2013.
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Public Service Company of Colorado

1800 Larimer Street, Suite 1400
Denver, CO 80202

December 1, 2012
Re.: Attachments to Xcel Energy Light Poles
In May of this year, Xcel Energy notified you of its requirement to limit the installation of non-policerelated attachments to its street lighting poles. This decision was to assure the use of our poles by
municipalities does not create a safety hazard through the installation of materials that might
compromise the poles’ integrity. Pursuant to our letter, the company is reminding you that all nonpolice-related attachments (such as banners, flags and decorations) must be removed by December
31, 2012. The company will send a reminder to remove these types of attachments to you again on
January 11, 2013, stating that any attachments not removed by January 31, 2013 will be removed
after that date by the company at the customer’s expense.
The company understands this policy has raised concern with our municipal customers. In light of
these concerns, Xcel Energy has established a focus group with the Colorado Municipal League’s
MCCMA to explore options for allowing the limited use of some of our street light poles for certain
non-police-related attachments. This group has been meeting since October and is working on a
process, which can be applied state wide.
One key area of discussion has centered on the clear need for our company, and the municipalities
we serve, to maintain close communication with each other; to ensure the company receives
adequate notice regarding the exact poles on which municipalities intend to place attachments. In
order to understand the complete potential use of company poles for various attachments, the
company needs municipalities to list the facilities they are using and to notify us according with the
instructions below.
According to this process, we will review this list of poles with both the municipalities and the pole
manufacturers, and inspect the individual poles in order to determine if they are capable of
accommodating certain types and sizes of attachments. In addition, we will work with the
municipalities to plan a process, which we hope to have in place by the end of the first quarter 2013,
for allowing future attachments.
In order to begin these inspections, we ask that you provide us with a list of the poles you are using
for the attachment of banners and other non-police-related items, such as holiday and seasonal
decorations. Please use the attached form to process this information. Upon receipt of this form, we
will contact you to establish a timeframe in which to evaluate the street lights and develop a process
for gaining company approval to use these facilities for attachments going forward
Please return this list electronically to: Robert.j.osborn@xcelenergy.com
Or via US mail at: Robert J. Osborn, Director Community Relations, 1800 Larimer Street, Suite
1400, Denver, CO 80202.
As a company, which greatly values the relationships we have with the towns and cities we serve, we
understand and appreciate your concerns on this matter. We believe working together can lead to options that
will both allow you the freedom to establish your community’s special local sense of place, and provide us with
the assurance we are maintaining our focus on safety. . If you wish to arrange a meeting with me to discuss
this matter, please contact my assistant, Barbra Hamblin, at (303) 294-2788 and she will make sure I am able to
visit with you. If you wish to discuss this with me over the phone, I can be reached at my office (303) 294-2873
or on my mobile phone at 303-437-0668.
Best wishes,

Robert J. Osborn, Esq.
Director, Community Relations

